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New heart failure medication process for prescribing sacubitril/valsartan (ENTRESTO™)

Attn: physicians and nurse practitioners

Health Canada has recently approved a new medication for the treatment of heart failure (HF) with reduced ejection fraction
(HFrEF). Approval was based on results from the PARADIGM-HF trial, which demonstrated that sacubitril/valsartan reduced
the relativerisk of cardiovascular death and hospitalization by 20% for patients with chronic HF (NYHA ClassI1-IV) and a left
ventricular ejection fraction of <40%, despite optimally tolerated guideline-driven HF therapies.

There arevery specific considerations for this medication thatprescribers mustbe aware of, as well as significantdrug
interactions with current HF medications thatcould impact patient safety and health careutilizationin BC.

In attempts to ensureappropriate utilization of sacubitril/valsartan,and to assessits impacton health care utilizationin BC

outside of the clinical trial setting, CardiacServices BCand BC’s Heart Failure Network experts have created processes for

prescribersas outlined below (seethe attached documents for full details):

1. Assessing if your patient is eligible to be started on sacubitril/valsartan (ENTRESTO™)

a. Priortoinitiation of sacubitril/valsartan, please completethe eligibility criteriaform. Patients should meet all the
major criteria beforedruginitiation. Also takeinto consideration the minor criteria when making your decision.

b. Pleasecomplete all theelements inthe data capturesection of the form. This information will be used for quality
assuranceand improvement purposes,as well as toassessthedrug’s impacton health careutilizationin BC.

c. Onceapatientis assessed as eligible, pleaserecord thesacubitril/valsartan dosethe patientwas initiated on.

d. Faxthe completed form to Cardiac Services BCat604-875-7364, attention: Bonnie Catlin.

2. Initiation, titration & monitoring recommendations for sacubitril/valsartan (ENTRESTO™ ) usage in British Columbia
a. Toensure patientsafety and standardization of clinical practicefor prescribers fromacrosstheProvince, pleaseuse
the attached algorithm when assessing, initiating, titratingand monitoring a patient who has been prescribed
sacubitril/valsartan.

3. Sacubitril/valsartan (ENTRESTO™) summary & practical tips
a. Thisinformationsheetisaneducationresourcefor prescribersand/or their staff.

Sacubitril/valsartan is currently undergoingthe Fair PharmaCarereview process in BC. The costper dayis $7.80
(approximately $240per month).

To assistus incapturingthedata needed to assessthereal lifeimpactof sacubitril/valsartan on patient outcomes and health
careutilizationin BC, we areaskingyouto incorporatethe new Provincial processesinto your patientcareand office
workflows.

If you have any questions, please contact Bonnie Catlin, provincial heartfailureclinical nurse specialist, at
bonnie.catlin@phsa.ca or Dr.Sean Virani, heartfailure physicianlead, at Sean.Virani@phsa.ca
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Dr. Sean Virani Pam Ramsay
Heart Failure Physician Lead Interim Provincial Executive Director
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